
The Theology of the Cross 
Lesson 2: The Paradox 

 
 

Goals 
● Examine with Scripture the paradoxes regarding suffering the world points to. 
● Immerse ourselves in God’s gracious promises for those who are suffering. 

 
Opening Prayer 
Lord God, pain of all kinds seems to overtake us in this life to the point of us crying out, “Enough! 
This is terrible! I can’t take this!” Our sinful hearts want to take this pain and throw it back in your 
face, blaming you for what we’re going through. But in your Word you calm and assure us of your 
loving hand which shields us from excess evil and directs suffering to your end. In our pain drive us 
always back to you and your promises which we study today and always. Amen. 
 
Introduction 
“What is incredible about the Bible is not its divine authorship; it’s that such a concoction of contradictory 
nonsense could be believed by anyone to have been written by an omniscient god. To do so, one would first 
have to not read the book, which is the practice of most Christians; or, if one does read it, dump in the trash 
can one’s rational intelligence — to become a fool for god, in other words”  
Frank Zindler, Biblical Contradictions, www.atheists.org. 
 
Perhaps nowhere else than in the theology of the cross are Biblical paradoxes most obvious. How 
would you respond if a friend or coworker were disparaging Scripture in this way during a trying time 
in his or her life? 
 
 
 
 
Examples 
How have you wrestled with these thoughts during difficult times? How do these principles affect your life? 

Paradox 1 
God is the master of the universe and the director of all things. Therefore, the evil in our life must be 
from him. 
 

● Job 1:8-12; 2:3-7a 
● James 1:13-15 
● Luther’s Small Catechism, 6th Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, par. 17,18 

[17] … And lead us not into temptation…. 
[18] What does this mean? 
God surely tempts no one to sin, but we pray in this petition that God would guard and 
keep us, so that the devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us or lead us into false 
belief, despair, and other great and shameful sins; and though we are tempted by them, we 
pray that we may overcome and win the victory. 

 



Biblical Principle 
God is never the source of evil. The evil in the world is a result of sin. He allows evil to continue only 
within his limitations. 
 
Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
Paradox 2 
Evil is everywhere on earth. If God is who he says he is, evil wouldn’t have its way with us. Yet, we are 
left to the whims of the devil and evil men on earth despite God's absent interventions. 
 

● Matthew 27:27-31 
● Isaiah 53:10,11 
● Hebrews 12:2-3 
● Romans 8:28 
● 1 Peter 2:21-25 

 
Biblical Principle 
God uses the work of Satan and evil men as tools to accomplish his plan of salvation. They become 
instruments in the hands of God for the redemption of the world and the ultimate spiritual good of his 
children. 
 
Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
Paradox 3 
Jesus promises to give rest to those who come to him, so when I’m a Christian, suffering should be 
gone or at least easier. It’s not. 
 

● Romans 7:21-25 
● Romans 8:20-25 

 
Biblical Principle 
Suffering, as a result of sin, will never be removed in this life, even from the Christian. In fact, because 
of the war between our old self and the new creation, our suffering may be worse. 
 
Notes 
 
 
 
 



Paradox 4 
Suffering would be easier if we knew with divine certainty the purpose of it all. 
 

● Romans 5:3-5 
● Romans 8:16-18 
● 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 
Biblical Principle 
We do. In suffering God is drawing us away from false or temporary joy and back to himself. He is 
pointing us toward our true joy of a life eternally basking in the immediate presence of God. 
 
Notes 
 
 
 

 
Paradox 5 
God promises to care and provide for us, but at times of loss, he is depriving us of something we’re 
entitled to have (e.g. dying before a child). At these times God must be unjust. 
 

● Job 1:20,21 
● Psalm 73:21-28 
● Lamentations 3:17-25 
● Philippians 4:11-13 
● 1 Timothy 6:6-8 
● Luther’s Large Catechism, 3 rd Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, par. 65,66 

[65] Therefore we who would be Christians must surely expect to have the devil with all his 
angels and the world as our enemies and must expect that they will inflict every possible 
misfortune and grief upon us. For where God’s Word is preached, accepted, or believed, 
and bears fruit, there the holy and precious cross will also not be far behind. And let no one 
think that we will have peace; rather, we must sacrifice all we have on earth—possessions, 
honor, house and farm, spouse and children, body and life. [66] Now, this grieves our flesh 
and the old creature, for it means that we must remain steadfast, suffer patiently whatever 
befalls us, and let go whatever is taken from us. 

 
Biblical Principle 
We are not entitled to anything in this life, even what is considered to be unalienable rights, such as 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Whatever we have is only ours because of the grace and mercy 
of God. Further, if we have Christ, we have everything.  

“If we consider Christ to be all in all, we would not complain about any loss” (p. 44). 
“Only in loss do we begin to grasp how overly dependent we had become on the gift for our joy 
rather than on the giver of the gift” (p. 45). 

 
Notes 
 
 
 



Reflection 
What paradox from above is most difficult for you? Why might that be?  
 
 
 
 
What portions of God’s Word give you the most comfort during those difficult times? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Closing Prayer (CW 428:2,3) 
When life’s troubles rise to meet me, though their weight may be great, they will not defeat me. 

God, my loving Savior, see them; he who knows all my woes knows how best to end them. 
God gives me my days of gladness, and I will trust him still when he sends me sadness. 

God is good; his love attends me day by day, come what may, guides me and defends me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For those reading along at home…  

1. If God just “zapped” the old self (old man) out of us when we became Christians and took away 
our pain, what new temptations would we face? (pages 35,36) 

2. What was the apostle Paul’s cross? (pages 37,38) 

3. How might our friends add weight to our crosses? (pages 49,50) 

4. What is the bridge between the pain of the Christian’s cross and the crown of glory at the end 
of life? (pages 50,51) (See also James 1:2,12.) 

5. By what means does God give the Christian the power to both bear the cross and to rejoice in 
it? 


